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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Florida Trust for Historic Preservation Announces, Celebrates 
2025 Florida Preservation Award Winners 

 
Tallahassee, Fla.– The Florida Trust for Historic Preservation recognized excellence in historic 
preservation throughout the state with its 2025 Florida Preservation Awards during the 2025 
Preservation on Main Street conference in Fernandina Beach on July 17, 2025. 

The awards were conferred along with the Secretary of State Awards, which is an important event at 
the annual conference. Preservation Award nominations were submitted by the public with 
recipients selected by a jury comprised of preservationists from around the state. 

“We are thrilled to honor the achievements of the 2025 recipients of the Florida Preservation 
Awards,” said Florida Trust Board President Ennis Davis. “Their commitment to preservation is 
applaudable and we congratulate everyone involved. It is through efforts like these that we can 
preserve Florida’s history and heritage.” 

Here are this year’s Florida Preservation Award winners, as well as a brief description of the 
winning projects: 
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2025 Florida Preservation Awards 
Legacy Award  
The Legacy Award is the highest honor bestowed by the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation, 
designated by its Board of Trustees. It honors a person whose life exemplifies the long-term 
guardianship of Florida’s history and heritage through philosophy and actions.  
 
Representative Michelle Salzman 
Pensacola, Escambia County 

 
Florida Representative Michelle Salzman has been a dynamic advocate 
for historic preservation throughout her time in Pensacola and in her 
role as state representative. Since being elected in 2020 to the Florida 
House of Representatives, Representative Salzman has been a constant 
advocate for full funding of the Department of State’s historic 
preservation grants. Securing millions in dollars that go to projects 
preserving Florida history in every community across the state. The first 
bill Salzman filed for consideration in Tallahassee was for the creation of 
a Florida Historic Tax Credit, a vital preservation tool Florida 
desperately needs.  For the past five years, Representative Salzman has 
kept this bill at the forefront of discussions by the Legislature and has 
been a tireless champion. Representative Salzman is a strong supporter 
of the Florida Trust and for historic preservation in the state of Florida. 

At home, she continues to advocate and bring attention to the significance of Pensacola and 
Northwest Florida’s historical structures, including forgotten African-American cemeteries and the 
jewel of downtown Pensacola, the Seville Quarter. Representative Salzman is a lifelong native of 
Northwest Florida, who is passionate about our unique heritage and fights to preserve it.  

President’s Award 
The President’s Award recognizes an individual’s lifelong achievements and leadership in state and 
national preservation arenas and service to the Florida Trust. This individual truly exemplifies 
working to preserve the past for the future. 

 
Christine Page 
St. Petersburg, Pinellas County 

Christine Page is passionate about preserving Florida’s historic places, 
and particularly one vital aspect of Florida’s unique history: the St. 
Petersburg Shuffleboard Club. Founded in 1924, the St. Petersburg 
Shuffleboard Club is the world’s largest shuffleboard club and where 
Christine served as Executive Director of the Shuffleboard Club since 
2015 and acted as Board President before that. She is a committed 
preservationist and has served on numerous preservation boards 
including the City of St. Petersburg Community Preservation 
Commission. Her leadership has been recognized with numerous 
awards, including the Preservation Legacy Award from Preserve the 
‘Burg and the City of St. Petersburg’s Distinguished Citizen Award.  
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Historic Preservation Scholar 
This award recognizes college students in Florida who have demonstrated outstanding dedication 
and achievement in the field of historic preservation. 
 
Dr. Clarissa Carr 
Gainesville, Alachua County 

Dr. Clarissa Carr obtained her Ph.D. in Historic Preservation 
from the University of Florida in 2023. Dr. Carr started her Ph. 
D courses in 2013, after receiving her bachelor’s and master’s 
in interior design from UF, with a certificate in Historic 
Preservation. She wrote her dissertation on Harry Cline 
Merritt, a local Gainesville architect that was prominent in the 
midcentury era but had never fully been celebrated or written 
about until Dr. Carr’s immense original research. She now 
teaches several courses at the University of Florida as an 
assistant professor and continues to help the University apply 
for and administer historic preservation grants.  

 
 
 
Hope Evans 
Tallahassee, Leon County 

Through her academic and professional work, Hope Evans has 
dedicated herself to preserving our community. Hope 
graduated from Florida State University with an M.A. in Public 
History in 2025. Having come to Tallahassee in 2018, she has 
worked alongside her community to maintain, celebrate, and 
uplift. Her projects include completing a building history for a 
site important to Tallahassee’s Black community, documenting 
and researching Railroad Square, and creating design 
guidelines for the Los Robles historic district. Through her 
work, she has had the privilege to work with our community, 
from kindergarten to lifelong learners. She feels that if her 
work in preservation can give the next generation a sense that 
their history has always been important, then she will consider 
herself proud. 
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Alessio Luna 
Tallahassee, Leon County 

 
A first-generation student, Alessio’s work focuses on preserving the 
architectural and historical landmarks that tell the stories of these 
communities. He graduated from Florida State University with an 
M.A. in Public History in 2025. His flagship project, Reviving the 
Heart of Florida, involved preserving the Old Gulf County and New 
Lafayette County courthouses through extensive research, digital 
archives and community engagement, ensuring these sites remain 
accessible and valued. Alessio’s contributions include researching mid-
century modern architecture, updating historic preservation records, 
and contributing to various preservation projects across Florida. His 
leadership at the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation helped shape 
preservation policies, secure funding, and engage communities to 
protect historic properties. Alessio’s volunteer work and active 
involvement in organizations like Latinos in Heritage Conservation 
demonstrate his commitment to expanding preservation efforts within 
underrepresented communities.  

 
Jacqueline Vanegas 
Tallahassee, Leon County 

Jacqueline Vanegas graduated with an M.A. in History with a Major in 
Historical Administration and Public History at Florida State 
University in 2025. Focused on the intersection of historic 
preservation, advocacy and community engagement, Jacqueline 
dedicates herself to helping preserve and save historic spaces in 
Florida. Her advocacy includes publishing an Op-Ed in the Sun 
Sentinel defending historic preservation practices and co-presenting at 
the 2024 POMS conference on balancing coastal resilience with 
preservation efforts. As a diversity scholar for the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation's PastForward Conference and volunteer for the 
APA’s D-PRAT program, she is always finding new opportunities to 
learn and develop to become a better preservationist. Her combination 
of public outreach, community engagement, and continuous learning 
envelops what it means to be a dedicated Historic Preservation Scholar 
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Jacob Winton 
Tallahassee, Leon County 

  
Jacob Winton is an emerging preservation professional who graduated 
with his MA in U.S. History and Public History from Florida State 
University in May 2025. His passion is to work with underrepresented 
communities to help preserve their histories through the built 
environment. Jacob has actively worked in historic preservation inside 
and outside of the classroom, including interning with the Tallahassee 
Trust for Historic Preservation and the Limestone County Archives. 
He has presented his research at conferences such as the 2025 Florida 
Conference of Historians. He wrote the nomination for St. Michael and 
All Angels Episcopal Church for inclusion on the Tallahassee- Leon 
County Local Register of Historic Places. He served as Project 
Manager of a StoryMap outlining the history of Railroad Square and 
the issues it currently faces, and he was influential in advocating for 
Railroad Square to be one of the Florida Trust for Historic 
Preservation’s 11 to Save in 2024. 

Individual Distinguished Service 
This award honors a career dedicated to preserving Florida’s history and heritage and is intended for 
individuals who have clearly made an impact in their community through their efforts as a 
preservation activist, advocate or leader. 

Frances “Dolly” MacIntyre 
DeLand, Volusia County 

Frances “Dolly” MacIntyre of Coral Gables has spent nearly 60 years 
advocating to save our state’s special places. In 1966, her involvement 
in historic preservation began with the effort to save the historic 
Douglas Entrance in Coral Gables from demolition. In 1978, she was a 
founding member of the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation. In 
addition, she was a charter member of The Villagers, a nonprofit 
women's organization that became Miami Dade County's first historic 
preservation organization. This experience led to a lifelong passion for 
saving historic sites. Over the years, she held many elected offices and 
committee positions. Programs she developed with The Villagers 
include the establishment of a program that helps to provide repairs to 
historic sites, and a scholarship program to provide funding to send 
elected officials, public administrators or educators to workshops or 
seminars on topics related to historic preservation. The Villagers 
provide scholarships statewide to college students in the field of 
historic preservation and allied subjects. Dolly now serves as a mentor 
to members as they grow in their knowledge and experience as 
preservationists. 
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Master Artisan 
This award recognizes individuals in Florida who use traditional techniques or methods to achieve 
authenticity in the restoration of historical resources. 

Cody Clark 
Geneva, Seminole County 

Cody Clark, vice president of Olde World Walls & Ceilings, has 
been awarded Master Artisan in recognition of his exceptional 
craftsmanship and dedication to preserving historic buildings. 
With over 15 years of experience in the masonry trade, 
specializing in plaster and historic restoration, Cody’s work 
reflects his passion for authenticity and his commitment to 
using traditional techniques and materials. His expertise has 
contributed to the successful restoration of numerous historic 
properties across Florida and the Southeast, including Bunnell 
City Hall and the Adderley House in the Florida Keys. This 
recognition highlights Cody’s relentless pursuit of excellence 
and his ability to bring historic structures back to life with 
precision and integrity. His skill and dedication to preserving 
architectural heritage makes him standout in the field of 
historic restoration. 

 
Roy E. Graham Award for Excellence in Historic Preservation Education 
Named in memory of Roy Eugene Graham, FAIA, historic preservation architect, 
educator, Beinecke-Reeves Distinguished Professor and Director of the Historic 
Preservation Program at the University of Florida College of Design, Construction and 
Planning, this award recognizes professional educators who have made a long-term 
contribution to the field of historic preservation education, ensuring future generations 
will continue to preserve Florida’s extraordinary history and heritage. 
 

Dr. Kathleen Powers Conti  
Tallahassee, Leon County 

Dr. Kathleen Powers Conti is an established historic 
preservationist and architectural historian who joined the 
history faculty at Florida State University in 2022 where she 
serves as an assistant professor in history. She has consulted 
on more than 150 projects in 45 states and brings this breadth 
of experience into the classroom. She has already attained a 
national reputation and is transforming the way that 
preservation and architectural history are taught both in 
Florida and beyond. She has added several new courses to 
FSU’s catalogue and expanded opportunities for students to get 
first-hand experience preserving Florida’s history and cultural 
heritage. She frequently consults for the National Park Service, 
such as developing new interpretation for Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s birth home and Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. 
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Volunteer of the Year  
This award recognizes an individual volunteer who has made significant contributions to the 
preservation and promotion of Florida’s cultural heritage. 
 
Al Michejda 
Winter Park, Orange County 

Al Michejda is a dedicated volunteer and passionate advocate for The 
Plaza Live, one of Orlando’s oldest theaters. As a retired architect, he 
has served as the project manager in the several phases of renovation 
and restoration of The Plaza Live and served as a Board member. In 
September 2024, The Plaza Live completed a transformative $10 
million renovation of The Main Hall performing space and lobby. After 
the historic Plaza Live Spire fell into disrepair over the years and the 
original marquee signage no longer was lit with the classic neon lights, 
he oversaw the historic renovation of the iconic spire and marquee. He 
was instrumental in engaging donors, corporations, and community 
groups to feel engaged in the historic preservation of The Plaza Live 
and inspired a broader understanding and appreciation of the arts and 
culture history of Central Florida. 

Archaeology 
This award category recognizes a significant archaeological project, such as a physical site 
investigation, excavation and resulting report, the interpretation of a site or the creation of 
educational opportunities and access to the archaeological site. 
 
Multi-Area Cultural Resource Assessment 
Gulf, Osceola, Hernando, Hendry and Sarasota Counties 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission conducted a cultural resource 
reconnaissance. FWC authorized this investigation to 
better manage archaeological and historical sites under 
state ownership by obtaining information on cultural 
resources under agency control. Stantec led the work 
and conducted a reconnaissance to provide data on 
known sites, to map additional resources, and to guide 
future predictions about unrecorded resources. 
Ultimately, the reconnaissance will inform cultural 
resource management decisions and lead to protection 
of cultural resources. 
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Preservation Communications/Media 
This award recognizes outstanding communications for heritage education programs, including 
books, brochures, curricula, DVDs, websites, interactive media and other publications that deal with 
historic preservation, archaeology or local history. 
 
History and Culture Trail 
Tallahassee, Leon County 

The History and Culture Trail in Tallahassee is a multiuse path 
built over a formerly dangerous stormwater ditch. It provides 
green space to the central urban area of Tallahassee and 
connects Tallahassee’s historical Southside neighborhoods to 
two preeminent universities, Florida State University and 
Florida Agriculture and Mechanical University, downtown, and 
a vibrant commercial and residential district. The multiuse 
path promotes active transportation, while simultaneously 
celebrating the underrepresented history of the neighborhoods, 
businesses, and people living in the surrounding area. 

 
Florida Main Street Communities Photography Project 
Statewide 

Over a period of four months in 2024, Mark Krancer of Kram 
Kran Photo traveled to 53 different Florida Main Street 
communities, photographically documenting properties of 
historic and cultural relevance specific to those communities. 
Aerial imagery, downtown beautification, preservation, events 
and marketing photos were all incorporated to ensure the 
communities received maximum benefit for their community’s 
specific needs. Creating a cohesive statewide level of high 
quality photographs has ensured consistency in marketing 
imagery. These photos have been used for marketing     
purposes on a local and statewide level, as well as added to the 
Florida Master Site file for historic preservation and future 
research purposes.  
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Restoration, Rehabilitation or Adaptive Use 
This award recognizes best practices for the restoration, rehabilitation or adaptive use of a building, 
complex of buildings or a district. This category may include residential, commercial, governmental, 
educational and institutional projects, both for individual buildings or historic districts. 
 
Outstanding Achievement 
 
Historic Peacock Lodge 
Port St. Lucie, St. Lucie County 

The Historic Peacock Lodge is a vernacular wood framed board 
and batten sided building, originally serving as a hunting lodge 
for the 4,614-acre Peacock Ranch. The building is notable due 
to the scarcity of extant buildings of this type and its use of 
indigenous materials, such as old growth pine used for framing 
and flooring, in addition to extensive use of locally sourced 
cypress used as siding, interior wallboard and interior ceilings. 
Preservation work was done by New World Builders, Inc. The 
City of Port St.  Lucie, by choosing to preserve this building, 
has contributed to the general awareness of its history and has 
provided an authentic restoration of this historic resource to 
house the records presented by the Port St. Lucie Historical 
Society and provide historic context to its visitors. The Historic 
Peacock Lodge represents the time just prior to the massive 
growth that continues to this day as Port St. Lucie continues to 
develop. 

Rogers Kiene Building 
Orlando, Orange County 

The historic Rogers Kiene Building is the oldest building in 
downtown Orlando. Built in 1886 is one of the few examples of 
Queen Anne style architecture in Central Florida and was 
added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1983. In 
2021, KMF Architects was contracted to perform a historical 
assessment to reroof and update HVAC systems. The team 
designed internal structural supports that were invisible to 
inhabitants, applied a new three-ply bit roof, and designed a 
lighter, more efficient HVAC system. The project required 
creative solutions for the recreation of three notable historic 
elements: an iconic corner turret with handmade metal 
shingles, a pediment sculpture and an acroterion. The 
restoration of the Rogers Kiene Building ensures that this 
beautiful historic building continues to be enjoyed for decades 
to come by both residents and visitors alike. 
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St. Joseph Neighborhood Center 
St. Augustine, St. Johns County 

 
The St. Joseph Neighborhood Center, located in the heart of 
the Lincolnville National Register Historic District, formerly 
called the 1898 St. Benedict the Moor Schoolhouse, is the 
community’s oldest surviving Black school and oldest brick 
school building. The transformation of this severely-
deteriorated, long-vacant structure into the St. Joseph 
Neighborhood Center brought a vibrant new use to an 
extraordinary historic structure and emphasized a true 
commitment to the reuse of historic materials. Furthermore, 
the careful and deliberate effort to present the stories of the 
people associated with St. Benedict’s resulted in preservation of 
the first chapter of the property’s history in a place that is 
meeting current and future community needs. Additionally, 
this project’s completion heralds the upcoming 150th year, in 
2026, of the Sisters of St. Joseph’s commitment to serving the 
St. Augustine community. 

 
Historic Delray Beach Seaboard Air Line Train Depot 
Delray Beach, Palm Beach County 

The historic 1927 Delray Beach Seaboard Air Line Train 
Depot’s recent restoration included a complete 
restoration of the interior and exterior including all new 
mechanical, plumbing, and electrical systems. The 
project was done by R.J. Heisenbottle Architects. The 
structure was analyzed for problems resulting from fire 
damage. The firm was responsible for designing and 
preparing construction documents for the interior build 
out of the structure to prepare it for its new use as a 
small health clinic and City of    Delray Beach office 
space. Exterior renovations include a partial restoration 
of exterior walls and some new exterior walls and roofs 
have been added to accommodate the building’s new 
use. The site was designed to accommodate new 
parking, site lighting and landscaping with historically 
appropriate details and materials. Additional on-site 
improvements include site walk connectivity for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 
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121 Kings Ferry Way 
St. Augustine, St. Johns County 

Elaine and Duke Darnold undertook the rehabilitation of 121 
Kings Ferry Way in the Lincolnville, neighborhood of St. 
Augustine. The building, dating to around 1890, is part of 
Lincolnville's historic district. After purchasing the 
deteriorated property in 2019, they spent four years restoring it 
using in-kind materials and designed to withstand flooding. 
The project involved extensive structural repairs and high-level 
craftsmanship, particularly from Duke, recognized as a master 
artisan. Despite obstacles, the restoration preserved the 
building's architectural and historical significance. The project 
retained historic character with the help of local property tax 
exemptions and demonstrated community recognition for 
preserving Lincolnville's cultural heritage. 

 
Union Terminal Warehouse  
Jacksonville, Duval County 

 
The Union Terminal Warehouse in Jacksonville was 
constructed in 1913. Over time, the building fell into disrepair. 
Columbia Ventures purchased it in 2018 and pursued historic 
preservation and adaptation of the building with historic tax 
credits. Dasher Hurst Architects guided the restoration and 
design while Winter Park Construction completed the 
construction of the renovation, which began in 2023. Precast 
concrete structural elements were restored on the exterior, and 
a new window system designed concurrently with the National 
Parks Service was installed to match historic elements. The 
interior restoration and renovation work featured historic barn 
doors, freight elevators, fire doors, and historic warehouse 
bays. Although the building had sat in disrepair for decades, by 
the beginning of 2025 it was beautifully restored. A once dim 
part of Jacksonville has been re-illuminated with this 
restoration. 

Sydonie Mansion 
Zellwood, Orange County 

The Sydonie Mansion, located in Mount Dora, was built in 1893 
and in 1903, it was renovated by renowned architect Grosvenor 
Atterbury in the style of Mediterranean Revival. This historic 
preservation project was undertaken by Saint Vincent Master 
Roofers. Saint Vincent guided the restoration of the Sydonie 
Mansion’s roof by preserving and recycling 70 percent of the 
4,200 Ludowici French tiles. Balancing these constraints 
required. 
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Flagler Museum’s Whitehall Dining Room Restoration 
Palm Beach, Palm Beach County 

 
The restoration of Flagler Museum’s Whitehall Dining Room is 
a significant achievement for the Flagler Museum, showcasing 
their dedication to historical authenticity and preservation. 
Originally designed by Pottier & Stymus, the room featured 
rare West Indian satinwood, was once used to entertain 
prominent figures. However, after Whitehall was converted 
into a hotel in 1925, the room was darkened, obscuring the 
satinwood. In 2018, after years of searching, the dining suite 
was returned to Whitehall. During restoration, it was 
discovered that the woodwork was satinwood, not mahogany as 
previously believed. In 2024, conservators F. Carey Howlett 
and Chris Mills led the restoration, carefully removing the 
stain, preserving carvings, and replacing missing sections with 
reversible materials. The ceiling was also restored with gilded 
details and wood-graining techniques replicated. By September 
2024, the room was fully restored, returning it to its original 
brilliance. 

 
Historic Raney School House 
Tallahassee, Leon County 

 
The Raney School House restoration project aims to preserve 
and revitalize this historically significant structure, ensuring its 
longevity and continued contribution to the community. A 
comprehensive preservation effort led by MLD Architects 
includes structural stabilization, exterior and interior 
restoration, and modern safety upgrades, all executed with a 
commitment to historical accuracy. Key improvements include 
reinforcing the foundation, repairing original wood siding and 
windows, restoring interior millwork and flooring, and 
integrating essential electrical, plumbing, and fire suppression 
systems while maintaining the building’s historic charm. 
Additionally, accessibility enhancements, site improvements, 
and meticulous documentation will ensure the schoolhouse 
remains a valuable educational and cultural landmark. By 
blending preservation with necessary modernization, this 
project safeguards the schoolhouse’s architectural heritage, 
allowing it to serve future generations as a tangible link to the 
past.  
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Union Bank Museum 
Tallahassee, Leon County 

 
The restoration of the Union Bank Museum ensured the 
preservation of one of Florida’s oldest surviving bank 
buildings. The restoration was led by MLD Architects and 
focused on maintaining the structure’s historic integrity while 
addressing critical preservation needs, including thermal and 
moisture protection, wood repair, and plaster and drywall 
restoration. The firm also oversaw improvements to the 
building’s exterior, enhancing durability and longevity. 
Through careful planning and execution, the project 
successfully balanced historical accuracy with modern 
preservation standards, safeguarding this landmark for future 
generations. 

 
 
 
Historic Franklin County Courthouse 
Apalachicola, Franklin County 

 
The Franklin County Courthouse, a distinguished Neo-Classical 
Revival structure built in 1940 as a Works Progress 
Administration project, has long served as a cornerstone of 
justice and governance in Apalachicola. Listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places as a contributing building in the 
Apalachicola Historic District, the courthouse sustained 
significant damage from Hurricane Michael in 2018, including 
critical structural and water intrusion issues. MLD Architects 
was entrusted with the task of restoring the courthouse to its 
original grandeur while ensuring it remained a resilient and 
operational facility for the county. Meticulous care was taken to 
repair damaged stonework, address waterproofing failures, and 
implement extensive cleaning and restoration efforts to 
preserve the building’s original character. Every restoration 
decision was made with a commitment to maintaining the 
integrity of the building envelope, honoring the courthouse’s 
architectural significance, and safeguarding it for future 
generations.  
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Raney House Museum 
Apalachicola, Franklin County 

 
The Raney House Museum, an elegant Greek Revival residence 
completed in 1838, stands as one of Apalachicola’s most significant 
historic landmarks. Constructed during the city’s golden era as a major 
cotton port. The Raney House is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and serves as a museum operated by the Apalachicola 
Historical Society, offering a tangible link to the region’s antebellum 
past and maritime legacy. MLD Architects carried out essential 
preservation work on this iconic structure, focusing on protecting and 
extending the life of its historic building envelope. With care and 
sensitivity to its architectural character, the team addressed 
deteriorating exterior conditions and reinforced structural elements 
while preserving the home’s distinctive features, including its Doric-
columned portico, original woodwork, and 19th-century fenestration. 
Modern materials and methods were judiciously introduced to provide 
long-term resilience against coastal weather while remaining visually 
and historically appropriate. 
 

St. Paul AME Church 
Apalachicola, Franklin County 

 
The restoration of St. Paul AME Church focused on preserving 
its historic integrity while enhancing durability and 
performance. MLD Architects led the project which included 
the complete removal and replacement of the steep-slope main 
roof, installing a high-temperature waterproofing 
underlayment and a new standing seam aluminum roofing 
system designed to withstand 150 mph winds. Structural 
repairs were made to deteriorated wood decking, fascia, and 
trim, ensuring a sound foundation. The team also designed 
new storm shutters for added protection. An additional 
restoration effort addressed the north-facing historic stained-
glass window system, carefully removing and replacing 
deteriorated wood components while reglazing and repainting 
the windows to match their original condition. Through 
meticulous planning and expert craftsmanship, St. Paul AME 
Church remains a lasting landmark for generations to come. 
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H. George Fink Office and Studio 
Coral Gables, Miami-Dade County 

 
The H. George Fink Office and Studio, constructed in 1925, is 
an outstanding example of Mediterranean Revival architecture. 
Artfully blending elements of Gothic, Moorish, Byzantine, and 
Italianate design, it is often cited as the best example of 
Mediterranean Revival architecture in Coral Gables. 
Remarkably, the finely detailed historic interiors of the 
building are largely intact. It was designed by architect H. 
George Fink, an original member of City Founder George 
Merrick’s design team, to be his office and studio, showcasing 
not only his architectural prowess, but the vision that Merrick 
had for the city. This preservation project, undertaken by the 
City of Coral Gables, was a comprehensive interior and exterior 
restoration of the Fink Studio. It included cleaning and repairs 
of the cast stone elements and ironwork on the façade, 
restoration of decorative interior finishes including painted 
surfaces and terracotta inlaid floor tile, restoration of the 
original Venetian wood windows, screens, and gates, and 
replication of lost original features. After the restoration, the 
building stands revitalized and renewed. 
 
 

DeSoto County Historic Court House 
Arcadia, DeSoto County 
 

The DeSoto County Historic Court House, a century-old 
landmark, underwent a meticulous restoration to preserve its 
historical integrity. Led by REG Architects, key exterior repairs 
included replacing the roof, restoring deteriorated brickwork, 
and addressing damage to limestone, cast stone, and terracotta 
elements. The project also involved reinforcing the structure 
with fiberglass rods, historically replicating missing or 
damaged ornamental features, and ensuring the mortar and 
finishes matched the original design. The restoration was 
driven by strong community support, with local judges and 
residents supportive of this restoration. Today, the courthouse 
continues to serve as a vital administrative hub for the County, 
standing as a testament to the successful preservation of a 
significant historic structure. 
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Old City Hall in Key West 
Key West, Monroe County 
 

The Old City Hall in Key West stands as a defining piece of the 
city’s heritage. Built in 1892 and nationally recognized as a 
contributing structure in the Key West Historic District, it has 
served many roles, from city commission chambers to a visitor 
center. Despite extensive rot, termite damage, and salt-air 
exposure, its original windows were carefully restored rather 
than replaced. Window restoration was completed in just four 
months by Austin Historical. This project preserved key 
character-defining features of Old City Hall, blending historical 
accuracy with modern craftsmanship. The meticulous attention 
to detail ensures the building’s authenticity remains intact for 
future generations. By reviving one of Key West’s most 
recognizable landmarks, the restoration underscores the value 
of safeguarding historic resources and exemplifies the power of 
preservation to honor the past while serving the community’s 
present and future needs. 

 
 
Meritorious Achievement 
 
Henry E. Kinney Tunnel 
Fort Lauderdale, Broward County 

 
The rehabilitation of the 1960 National Register eligible Henry 
E. Kinney Tunnel, the first tunnel constructed in the state, was 
a project with statewide implications for historic preservation. 
The rehabilitation of the tunnel, located in downtown Fort 
Lauderdale, was led by the Florida Department of 
Transportation. FDOT met several challenges including the 
complexity of its location in a major downtown area and 
addressing safety needs of the City of Fort Lauderdale. As part 
of the project a four-panel interpretive installation was placed 
near the Stranahan House Museum and the tunnel was 
documented with large format photography. The successful 
rehabilitation of the tunnel will ensure its preservation for 
another sixty years.  
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About the Florida Trust 
The Florida Trust for Historic Preservation is the state’s nonprofit dedicated to protecting 
Florida’s extraordinary heritage and history. Founded in 1978, the Florida Trust has collaborated 
to save irreplaceable Florida treasures like the Historic Florida Capitol and is a statewide partner 
of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Learn more at FloridaTrust.org 
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